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winner in the 97th minute off of a corner kick to send the third-seeded
Armstrong State University women's soccer team into the Peach Belt
Conference Tournament semifinals with a 2-1 win over sixth-seeded
Clayton State on Tuesday afternoon. 
The win means the Pirates (12-3-3) will advance to Evans, Ga., for
the PBC Semifinals for the first time since 2012. Clayton State sees
its season come to a close with a 9-8-1 mark.
A closely contested first half saw the Pirates collect five shots and the
Lakers collect four with neither team having a great opportunity.
Clayton State's Denisha Paskell had the first quality chance of second
half when her close-angle shot was pushed over the bar by the
Pirates' Morgan Luckie in the 50th minute.
Armstrong State thought it had taken the lead off of a corner kick in
the 83rd minute, that was put in by the Pirates, but a foul nullified the
goal.
The Pirates finally got the breakthrough off of a corner kick in the 87th
minute as sophomore McKenzie Anderson headed in a corner kick
from junior Sarah Olin inside the far post for her first goal of the
season and a 1-0 advantage.
Clayton State answered, however, just 32 seconds later as Maria
Marti Bartis got ahold of a loose ball in the box following a free kick
and beat Luckie left for her 12th goal of the season, sending the
match into overtime.
A pivotal point in the first overtime came in the 92nd minute as
Clayton State's Lucy Cunningham picked up her second yellow card
of the match, earning a red and forcing the Lakers to play a player
down for the rest of the match.
That would be just three more minutes as a corner kick from Olin was
punched out by Clayton State goalkeeper Charlotte McCormack, but it
fell right to Schroedel, who put the ball into the upper 90 for the
match-winner. It was also Schroedel's first goal of the season.
"I'm very proud of our effort today against a very good Clayton State team," Armstrong State head coach Eric Faulconer
said. "Clayton State has presented us a lot of problems over the last two seasons. I thought our players did a great job
carrying out our game plan and executing it. We have struggled this year to score off of corners, so to see us put in two in
pressure situations was rewarding. We haven't been to Evans, Ga. since the 2012 season so I'm excited that our players
will have the opportunity to compete for the Peach Belt championship."
The win avenged not only a 3-1 loss to the Lakers during the 2015 regular season, but a 2-1 loss to Clayton State in the
2014 PBC Tournament quarterfinals in Savannah.
Armstrong State finished the match with an 18-13 edge in shots. McCormack made eight saves in net for the Lakers, while
Luckie made four saves in net for the Pirates. The Pirates had six corner kicks, compared to three for the Lakes, and the
foul count was 13 against Armstrong State and 12 against Clayton State. The Pirates were whistled for offsides four times
and the Lakers were offsides three times.
The Pirates will play in the second PBC Tournament semifinal match on Friday, November 6th, at 2:00 p.m. at Blanchard
Woods Park in Evans, Ga., against the winner of second-seeded North Georgia and seventh-seeded Flagler.
CLAYTON ST. ARMSTRONG STATE
State)
2nd - 87:18 - Maria Marti Bartis (Clayton St.)
OT - 96:58 - Randi Schroedel (Armstrong State)
GAME LEADERS
CLAYTON ST.
G: Maria Marti Bartis - 1
A: Saidhbh Collins - 1
Sh: 2 Players (#2, #10) - 3
Sv: Charlotte McCormack - 8
ARMSTRONG STATE
G: 2 Players (#9, #23) - 1
A: Sarah Olin - 2
Sh: Jenny Allen - 5
Sv: Morgan Luckie - 4
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